
   
 

 

 
 
 

1525 E. BAILEY RD. 
NAPERVILLE, IL 60565 

630-456-6453

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

January 25, 2026 
  
Dear Stated Clerk Rev. Dr. Dean Weaver, 
 
Grace and peace to you in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ! Pursuant to the provision 
in Rules for Assembly 7-5, I am sending you the attached Ascending Overture which failed to 
pass at the 46th Stated Meeting of Rivers & Lakes Presbytery on January 24, 2026.  
 
I received a written request from TE Jeffrey Durham that I send this overture for consideration 
by the 46th General Assembly. I hereby certify that TE Jeffrey Durham and the Session at 
GracePoint in Dubuque, IA had presented the overture, so he has standing for this request. The 
vote at Presbytery was 5 in favor and 40 opposed. Here is the relevant extract from the 
Provisional Minutes of the 46th Stated Meeting of Rivers & Lakes Presbytery: 
 
46.05 Clerk’s Report—TE Annie Rose  
TE Rose gave a second reading of a proposed Ascending Overture from GracePoint Dubuque (requesting 
the GA direct the Permanent Theology Committee to revise the Position Paper on the Ordination of 
Women by adding Scripture references) and invited TE Durham forward to give a brief rationale. 
Following discussion, a counted vote was taken:  5 Yes  40 No 
The motion failed. The full text of the overture is included with these minutes.  
  
TE Durham asked me to communicate that his desire is not to stir up strife in our denomination 
but simply to improve the quality of our Position Paper on the Ordination of Women. 
 
I will be happy to answer any questions you may have regarding this request. 
 
In the peace of Christ, 
 
 
Rev. Annie Rose 
Stated Clerk 




